Introduction
Gonorrhoea is a major health problem in Africa and female prostitutes appear an important reservoir of gonococcal infection. `3 Tetracycline is the most widely available antibiotic in many African countries and is still one of the common drugs for treating gonococcal infections. In recent years increased chromosomal resistance to tetracycline (minimal inhibitory concentration (MICs) of 1.0 to 8.0 mg/l) has been found in Neisseria gonorrhoeae strains in Africa, and such strains account now for more than 50% of all isolates in some African countries.4 5 Plasmid-mediated high level resistance to tetracycline was first observed in N. gonorrhoeae (TRNG), (MIC mg/l) in 1985 in the US. 6 Since then TRNG strains have also been isolated in Canada, the Netherlands, England and France.70 Tetracycline resistance in these isolates is due to the presence of a 25.2 megadalton (MDa) conjugative plasmid carrying the Tet M determinant."
We report here on the in vitro susceptibility of 213 N. gonorrhoeae strains isolated in Kinshasa, Zaire, to eight antimicrobials. About 10% of these isolates exhibited high level resistance to tetracycline. Plasmid profiles and serovars of these strains were determined.
Materials and methods
Strains and susceptibility testing From May to December 1988, 800 female prostitutes were enrolled in a study on the prevalence and incidence of sexually transmitted diseases (STD) in Kinshasa, Zaire. During the study period, a total number of 238 isolates of N. gonorrhoeae were obtained using modified Thayer Martin (fig 1, lanes 6 and 7) . This is most probably the 24-5 MDa conjugative plasmid.
Plasmids of that size were not observed in the other five isolates. 
